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He felt on one hand the futility of internecine war for the purpose
of acquiring mundane wealth and on the other he felt the necessity
of teaching about the pursuit of the four-fold purushdrthas to each
and every individual, especially the young ones. Hence he wrote
the BALABHARATA. When religious rivalry was rampant, devo-
tion without bigotry was also the need of the day and Agastya felt
that BHAGAVATA was the porper text to propogate such devo-
tion. Hence he wrote his KRSNACAR1TA and through his work
NALAKJRTJKAUMUDJ Agastya conveyed the qualities of an
ideal king. Thus Agastyapandita, possessed with the vision, vigour
and the missionary zeal for the Sandtana Dharma, took to writing,
mainly to cater for the needs of his times.

RELTGIOUS BACKGROUND:- "Prior to the One thousand
A.D. itself, Adi^ankara with his Vedantic Monism restored the
cultural unity of Bhdratavarsa and 5RJBHAGAVATAPURANA
was the culminating point of the strongest theistic movement that
was started by Ndyanmdrs and Alwdrs of South India".35

Thus by the end of One thousand A.I). Hinduism with its vig-
orous cults inculcating the worship of 5'iva and Visnu, had dissolved
Buddhism and aserted its supremacy and also reinterpreted the
popular doctrines, charging them with high philosophy. Their chief
concern was to suggest an identification of Brahman of Veddnta
with God of their own individual worship.

Bhakti cults of the day gave the religious movement an emo-
tional force. The latter helped in forming enduring values which
gave further strength to resist the impact of the other faiths like
Jainism and Buddhism. But it had its adverse effects also, by rous-
ing rivalry amongst the devotees of different Gods and cults of the
Sand tana Dharma.

Peculiarly enough, along with the growth of this religious
rivalry, there was also a powerful urge to syncretise all the warring
religious systems. Having realised the necessity to save Sandtana

3r> HISTORY AND CULTURE OF INDIAN PEOPLE - Volume No.3 Pub.
by Bharatlya Vidya Bhavan.